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[bookmark: _GoBack]Malcolm X was an American black militant religious leader and an activist. In his years, Malcolm X led the civil rights movements, supported Black Nationalism, and was also a minister.  Malcolm X's approach to Black Americans fighting for their rights was more aggressive as he urged them to fight by any means necessary (Malcolm X., 1992). Malcolm X contributed significantly to the Black Nationalist ideology, and black power movement. With his speech, ideas, and martyrdom, the independence and autonomy of the Black Americans became more popular and garnered huge support. Malcolm X’s aggressive approach, however, put him at odds with Martin Luther King, Jr. who insisted on non-violent teachings. 
From 1955 up to his assassination, Martin Luther King, Jr. was a minister and an activist.  Martin Luther King, Jr. had one of the most visible platforms to which he used to lead the civil rights movement, and as a spokesman. King urged the black community to fight for their rights but used non-violent means. King’s letter while in Birmingham jail highlighted how much non-violent forms could also work. Civil disobedience was encouraged as a much better approach to fighting for civil rights ("Letter from a Birmingham Jail"). Among the rights, King would fight for included labor rights, right to vote among other basic civil rights. 
Malcolm X and King are reckoned as the main opposing forces that fought for civil rights and against white supremacy. Their teaching deferred as King encouraged a non-violent approach while Malcolm X approached his fight with a by-any-means-necessary attitude. Malcolm X and King contributed significantly to the rise of black movements up to the present with movements such as the Black Live Matter.
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